ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND POLITICAL FORCES

were more or less appendages of the various political parties.
For example, the free trade-unions were affiliated with the So-
cialist party, the Catholic trade-unions supported the Center
party, there were Communist trade-unions tied up with the
Communist party, and among white-collar workers in particular
there were rather small trade-unions that had specific ties with
conservative parties. At present there is a single trade-union
federation composed of sixteen federated unions with a mem-
bership of some six million out of a total working population
of twenty million. The jurisdiction of the trade-union federa-
tion extends to all employees except for those in government
service, who have an independent union. The trade-union feder-
ation is not identified with any political party. It is true, the
Socialist party has a number of members in leading posts and
considerable influence on policy. But there have been occasions
upon which the trade-unions have not followed Socialist leader-
ship on specific issues, and I would not be surprised if in the
future this situation will recur from time to time.

German labor faces serious problems. There is the acute hous-
ing shortage, which operates particularly to the disadvantage of
urban labor, and it appears likely to persist for years to come.
The incidence of inflation lay hardest on the cities as opposed to
the farm groups and on the urban groups. Those who were em-
ployed did not fare too badly, but their relatives all did, so that
it amounted to almost the same thing. The workingmen and
their families were those who bore the hardships during the food
shortages of 1945-49. The industrial recovery which has taken
place has resulted in a vast improvement in the diet, quantita-
tively and qualitatively. Nevertheless, even though prices have
remained fairly constant in relation to wages, wages have been
relatively low. As has been pointed out, there has been little
agitation on the part of the unions and of laboring groups for
higher wages, and wages have remained quite stable.3 According
to the statistics compiled by the trade-union groups, the share
of labor in the national wealth is below par, below prewar, and
is slipping further behind. In addition, there is the unemploy-
ment problem, which has grown to serious proportions. In June,

2- Ibid., p. 43.

I53l